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Maintenance depots had already been established at Brest and Nantes ;
but In view of the extreme length of our lines of communication It
soon became apparent that an advanced base must be established.
Havre was selected, and Field Supply Dep6ts were set up further for-
ward. By mid-December the staff of the Movement Control were
operating some ninety stations, while fourteen ports were In active use.
Through these ports passed a quarter of a million men, forty-five thou-
sand mechanical vehicles, and a monthly tonnage of sixty to one
hundred thousand tons of stores.

Works projects were put in hand everywhere. From the bases to
the forward line huts and buildings began to spring up; hospitals and
reinforcement camps were put in hand, and electric power installed.

The supply of labour was a perpetual problem. French civilian
labour, owing to mobilisation, was practically unobtainable,, and the
bulk of the work fell upon cavalry and infantry reservists, Later, the
Pioneer Corps absorbed the units already in France.

All these activities were under the general control of the G.CXC.
Lines of Communication Area, the late Major-General P. de Fon-
blanque. They covered almost a third of France, stretching from
Dunkirk to Brest and from Cherbourg to Marseilles.

Despite these preoccupations, the training of the Force for active
operations never ceased, Thanks to the co-operation of the French
Army, artillery practice camps were established and many other
training facilities provided.

Eight hundred and fifty officers and men were sent home in the
course of the winter as instructors, to assist in the training of the new
formations, and an equal number from home were attached to the
Force for instruction.

The shortage of officers was being acutely felt about this time,
Four hundred candidates, mostly Warrant Officers, Clas& III, were
recommended for immediate commissions, and another four hundred
sent home for the necessary training as such.

XI

Telling the World

THE N K E o FOR PUBLICITY and propaganda, those most potent
weapons of modern warfare, furnished a complete set of thorny
problems of their own to the Director of Military Intelligence and his
staff at General Headquarters,, These were shared with the Depart-
ment of Public Relations at the War Office.